GENEVA

Moscow. You two gentlemen fortunately have no one
but yourselves to consult- Can I rely on you to do your
utmost to stifle this appalling news while I return to
London to consult the Cabinet?

BBDE. You can rely on nothing but this. The news
has just been broadcast to all the world through the
arrangements made for publicity in this court. Ac-
cording to you, the result will be that the people will
throw off all decency and repudiate all leadership. I
say that the people will want                 ~

a leader as they have never
wanted one before. I have
taught them to order their
lives: I shall teach them to or-
der their deaths. The magni-
tude of the catastrophe is the
measure of the leader's great-
ness.

SIR o. You always have a speech which sounds
equal to the occasion. In England that gift would
make you Prime Minister. But your very excitable
countrymen may run wild.

BBDE. In that case I can do nothing but fall at the
head of an attempt to stem the rush. At least one man
shall stand for human courage and dignity when the
race expires.

SIR o. Yes: that is a very fine attitude and quite a
correct one. But have you nothing better to propose
than an attitude?

BBDE. Has anyone anything better to propose than
an attitude?

SIR o. I suppose not; but I feel strongly that a burst
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